St Austell Town Council

To: All Members of St Austell Town Council
Dear Councillor
You are summoned to attend the Meeting of St Austell Town Council to

be held in Chi Austel, White River Place, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25
5AZ o Monday 13t July 2026 at 6pm.

David PTJA:IQFCPFA

Town Clerk
7t July 2026
Tel 01726 829859

e-mail: vid.pool Il-tc.gov.uk
Website:  www.staustell-tc.gov.uk

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

(Purpose: To accept apologies for non-attendance).

| 2. Declarations of interest and gifts or hospitality
received.

(Purpose: To receive declarations of Members’ interests
and gifts or hospitality received).

3. Dispensations

(Purpose: To consider requests for dispensations).

This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be filmed or
recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the public.

Please be aware that whilst every effort is taken to ensure that members of the public
are not filmed, we cannot guarantee this, especially if you are speaking or taking an
active role.




Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 9t" July 2026

(Purpose: to agree that the minutes of the above
meeting be signed as a correct record). (To follow).

Matters to note

(Purpose: A verbal update from the Town Clerk on the
actions taken since the last meeting).

Note: No decision may be made under this agenda item.

Mayor’s announcements

(Purpose: To receive an update from the Mayor on his
engagements and any other civic matters).

Public Participation

(Purpose: To invite members of the public to address the
meeting in relation to the business to be carried out at
the meeting).

Each person addressing the Council will be allocated a
maximum of 2 minutes or longer at the discretion of the
Chair

Members’ questions (10 minutes maximum)

A Member may ask the Mayor or the Clerk any question
concerning the business of the Council, provided 3 clear
days notice of the question has been given to the person
to whom it is addressed. Every question shall be put
and answered without discussion. A person to whom a
question is put may decline to answer or undertake to
provide a full answer within a timescale agreed with the
Member. They may also agree to accept a question after
the deadiine.

(None received).

This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be filmed or
recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the pubiic.

Please be aware that whilst every effort is taken to ensure that members of the public
are not filmed, we cannot guarantee this, especially if you are speaking or taking an
active role.




9, PC Ben Jones
(Purpose: To receive an update from PC Jones on
Policing matters in St Austell).
10. Grounds Maintenance Service Pages
1-44
(Purpose: To update Members on matters relating to the
grounds maintenance function and parks and open
spaces.
11. University of Exeter - Announcement of job losses
(at the request of Councillor Brown)
(Purpose: To consider recent press reports of job losses
at the University of Exeter).
12. Draft Annual Report - 2025/26
(Purpose: To review and approve the Draft Annual
Report for 2025/26).
13. Members appointed to outside bodies update
reports
(Purpose: To receive reports of any relevant information
from Members appointed to outside bodies).
14. Cornwall Councillor update reports
(Purpose: To receive reports of any relevant information
from iocal Cornwall Councillors).
Each Cornwall Councillor addressing the Council will be
allocated a maximum of 5 minutes or longer at the
discretion of the Chair.
15. South West Water - Dowr Glan Motion of no| Pages
confidence 45-46

(Purpose: To note the response from Pennon Group in
response to the motion of no confidence). (Attached).

This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be filmed or
recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the public.

Please be aware that whilst every effort is taken to ensure that members of the public
are not filmed, we cannot guarantee this, especially if you are speaking or taking an
active role,




16. Planning and Regeneration Committee Pages
47-60
(Purpose: To note the minutes of the Planning and
Regeneration Committee held on 18% May 2026 and 15t
June 2026). (Attached).
' 17. Community Committee Pages
61-66
(Purpose: To note the minutes of the Community
Committee held on 1%t June 2026 (attached) and 6t July
2026 (to foliow)).
18. Finance and General Purposes Committee Pages
67-72
(Purpose: To note the minutes of the Finance and
General Purposes Committee held on 22" June 2026).
(Attached).
19. Schedule of Payments Pages
73-80
(Purpose: To receive a schedule of payments from 1st
May 2026 to 2™ July 2026). (Attached).

20. Town Councillor Vacancy - Bethel and Holmbush | Pages
Ward 81-86
(Purpose: To appoint 1 Councillor to Bethel and
Holmbush Ward). (Applications attached).

21. To consider excluding the press and public. !
Under Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, it is proposed that, because of the '
confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the
public and press be excluded from the meeting for the
business specified for the following item:

Item 22 is confidential because it contains sensitive
personal information.
22. Communication Support Pages
87-90
(Purpose: To receive an update on the issue of
| communication support for Councillor Nott).

recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the public.

This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be filmed or

Please be aware that whilst every effort is taken to ensure that members of the public
are not filmed, we cannot guarantee this, especially if you are speaking or taking an
active role.



23. Dates of Meetings

(Purpose: To note dates of future Town Council
Meetings: Monday 15 September 2026).

This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be filmed or
recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the public.

Please be aware that whilst every effort is taken to ensure that members of the public

are not filmed, we cannot guarantee this, especially if you are speaking or taking an
active role.






AGENDA ITEM: 10

ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING - 13™ JULY 2026

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SERVICE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update members on matters concerning the grounds maintenance
function and parks and open spaces.

2. LEGAL AND RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES

The Town Council owns 17 parks and open spaces (11 of which have play
equipment) and has duties under the Occupiers Liabilities Act 1957 to
ensure the safety of people using the land.

Regular safety inspections of the playground equipment and trees are
carried out on a weekly, fortnightly and annual basis.

In addition, the Town Council undertakes grass cutting on highways verges,
plants highways flowerbeds, maintains roundabouts, closed churchyards,
benches and other parcels of land on behalf of Cornwall Council under an
“Enabling Agreement”.

3. RESOURCE ISSUES

The Council employs a foreman and 7 grounds maintenance staff. The
budget for grounds maintenance, including parks and open spaces, play
equipment and staff is approximately £500,000 per annum.

4. EQUALITIES ISSUES

The work undertaken by the grounds maintenance team improves
accessibility to parks and open spaces and footpaths. The control of weeds,
trees, hedgerows and shrubs helps to maintain access for wheelchair users
and families with prams.



Weed control on pavements mitigates to a certain extent against trips and
falls and the regular cutting back of hedges (outside of bird nesting
season), prevents users being pushed onto the edge of the kerb or into the
road.

When upgrading or replacing play equipment, the Council incorporates
accessible play equipment where possible.

5. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Town Council has planted over 700 trees since 2017 and maintains the
trees on its tand with regular safety inspections and works when necessary.

Flowerbeds, which were previously grassed over have been opened up and
have been planted up with pollinators to encourage bees. Six wildflower
areas have been created and are maintained by the Town Council.

Natural areas are maintained for the benefit of wildlife, bug hotels have
been erected and natural habitats are encouraged where possible.

Lifting tree canopies and removing invasive plants to create sight lines and
open areas have seen a decrease in anti-social behaviour.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that Members:
a) Note the contents of the report;

b) Recognise the importance of pride in place in St Austell, endorse the
current balanced approach to grounds maintenance and agree to the
continuance of targeted weed control with a review in December
2026 when the current licencing for glyphosate is reviewed and
Cornwall Council’s position has been established.

Background

The Town Council undertook a major devolution exercise in 2017 and 2018
after extensive public consultation and has embarked on a programme of
maintenance and improvement to generate “pride in place” for St Austell
residents.



Town Councillors agreed at the time that better maintenance would make
public spaces appear more cared for which would encourage better behaviour,
more appropriate usage, reduce vandalism, reduce litter/graffiti and reduce
crime and anti-social behaviour generally. This has undoubtedly proved to be
true.

Since 2017/18 the parks and open spaces have benefited considerably from
the Town Council’s investment in them and being managed locally. Over the
years the grounds team has received many compliments from residents and
contact from other local Councils asking how we manage our grounds
operation.

Play Equipment

The Town Council invests significant sums of money and resource on
maintaining, checking and replacing play equipment. Most parks have
benefited from improvements to play equipment in recent years.

Work to dismantle the old Helter Skelter play unit at Poltair Park started last
week. The new play unit is on order and is expected to be delivered at the end
of August with installation in early September. The contractor will also be
carrying out repairs to the safety surfacing in other parts of the play area
which have been recently vandalised, to ensure the play remains compliant
with the BS EN 1176 & 1177 Standard for Children’s Playgrounds.

At Truro Road Park, the recently vandalised manhole cover on the public
footpath has been made safe, and our contractor will be installing a new cover
in the next week.

The annual independent play equipment inspections have been completed on
all parks by The Play Inspection Company. The reports have recommended a
small amount of maintenance works to various items of equipment, but
overall, the risk rating is the lowest in 10 years which is testament to the hard
work of the grounds team.

The Operations Manager has contacted The Play Inspection Company to
request an accessibility audit of Poltair Park, to ascertain the overall suitability
of the park for the potential installation of wheelchair-friendly play equipment.
At the time of writing, the report is still awaited.

Flowers and Planting

Over the last decade, St Austell has become known for its superb flower
displays, weed free pavements, well maintained parks and open spaces all of
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which contribute positively to residents' perceptions of the town and creates
a welcoming environment for visitors.

The grounds team are now on the 4% cut of the grass cutting season with 9
cuts expected by the end of October/beginning of November (weather
dependent).

The grass cutting slowed down in early June due to the planting of 6,450
summer bedding plants around the town and this year, the team have taken
on responsibility for maintaining around 12 new planters at Old Vicarage Place,
Priory Road and the railings at Trinity Street. This year a larger proportion of
the summer bedding flowers chosen are hardier and more drought tolerant
species, due to the increasing hot, dry periods we have been experiencing
over the last two summers.

Seasonal wildflower areas have been created at Daniels Lane, The Meadows,
Bethel Park and Mount Charles roundabout which has received very positive
feedback from residents in the Bethel area.

Weed Control

Town Council land

s Four of the grounds team are qualified to carry out weed control.

¢ Over one year 20 litres of Roundup Pro Bio (glyphosate) is used on hard
surfaces such as footpaths and walls in the parks and open spaces.

e For each treatment the dilution rate is 250ml of glyphosate to 10L of
water (2.5%) and is used sparingly and only where needed.

e Weeds in play areas and flower beds are controlled by hand weeding.

e Glyphosate is not used on flower beds, wildflowers, grass, inside play
areas or near drains or water courses of any kind.

Cornwall Council land

e In 2013/14 as part of a cost cutting exercise, Cornwall Council asked
local Town and Parish Councils if they would like to take on the weed
control of the kerb lines in their parish and St Austell Town Council
resolved to take on this service.



» For roadsides and kerb lines in St Austell, the Town Council's contractor,
Total Weed Control, uses carefully controlled glyphosate treatments as
part of a balanced approach to managing weeds across the town.

It is important to note that the contractor only spot-treats kerbs where
weeds are visibly present and does not blanket spray every kerb line.

+ This process is carried out 3 times per year and the contractor uses the
same dilution rate of 250ml to 10L of water (2.5% dilution rate). The
product they use is called Amenity Pro and like Roundup Pro Bio, is fully
licensed for use in the UK.

o The Parish of St Austell has 125km (78 miles) of kerb line.

e The contractor has carried out one treatment of the St Austell’s kerb
lines so far in 2026.

» Until practical, cost-effective alternatives become available at a scale
suitable for the 125km (78 miles) of kerb line within St Austell, the
targeted use of glyphosate remains an important tool in maintaining the
town’'s infrastructure and appearance.

The Operations Manager continues to monitor developments in alternative
weed control methods. At the present time, many alternatives currently
require significantly more resources, repeated treatments or additional
mechanical intervention to achieve similar results. This can be discussed in
more detail at the meeting.

As seen in other towns in Cornwall, uncontrolled weed growth along kerb lines
detracts from the appearance of the horticultural displays, gives an impression
of neglect and undermines the wider efforts to improve the public realm.

Safe and effective weed management forms an important part of maintaining
the quality and attractiveness of St Austell's public spaces.

Cornwall Council’s position (See Appendices 1 & 2)

Like the Town Council’s Operations Manager, Cornwall Council’s officers have
been continuously monitoring alternatives to the current chemical weed
treatment and have acknowledged that there is no viable alternative at this
time.

Cornwall Council cut back its weed treatment in 2014 for budgetary reasons
rather than ecological reasons and now appears to regret that stance.

i



Cornwall Council receives many complaints about weeds on roads and
pavements from areas where weed treatment stopped altogether.

The Cabinet received a report in March 2026 at the request of cabinet
members on proposals to re-introduce chemical weed treatments in those
urban areas where it has ceased (Appendices 1 and 2 refer).

It was acknowledged in the report that:

e Weeds damage paved surfaces allowing water penetration and long
term deterioration;
Weeds block drainage channels, increasing flooding risk;
Overgrowth narrows footways and harms resident perception of care,
safety and amenity;

o Weeds reduce accessibility and create trip hazards.

The cabinet’s proposal to reintroduce targeted weed treatments was deferred
pending further research and reports.

A working group made up of Cornwall Council officers and representatives
from a number of Town and Parish Councils is due to meet in August to discuss
this issue.

The Town Clerk has volunteered to be a member of the working group. As a
resident of Bodmin and a Manager of St Austell Town Council, he is well placed
to see the two extremes with regard to weed treatment.

The current chemicals used are licenced and approved by the Government
until December 2026. A national review of the use of the current preferred
weed treatments is due to take place at the end of this year.

Conclusion

It is recommended that the Town Council agree to the continuance of targeted
weed control with a review in December 2026 when the current licencing for
glyphosate is reviewed and Cornwall Council’s position has been established.

DAVID POOLEY - TOWN CLERK

Appendix 1 - Improving Maintenance of the Public Realm. Cornwall Council - All
Member Briefing.

Appendix 2 - Public Realm Improvement and Weed Treatment - Cornwall Council -
Frequently asked questions.
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Information Classification: CONTROLLED

A P Ef .\_;l X 2
Public Realm Improvement & Weed Management FAQ

Why are weeds a problem in the public realm?

+ Weeds damage paved surfaces, allowing water penetration and
long-term deterioration.

« They block drainage channels, increasing flooding risk.

« Overgrowth narrows footways and harms resident perception of
care, safety, and amenity.

What is Cornwall Council legally required to do about weeds?
Cornwall Council must:

+ Maintain safe and serviceable highways.

+ Control noxious weeds under the Weeds Act 1959.

+ Prevent spread of invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed
under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.

Didn’t Full Council ban glyphosate in 2016? How can Cabinet now
approve its use?

No—Full Council did not introduce an absolute ban. The 2016 motion
required glyphosate use to cease
, and this funding has never become available.

It also allowed continued use where needed to control Schedule 9 invasive
plants or to reduce material risks to asset integrity.

Because unmanaged weed growth since 2013 is now causing kerb,
drainage and footway deterioration, the targeted use of diluted glyphosate
on the urban highway network is required to reduce material risks to
asset integrity.

Why did routine weed treatment stop after 2013?

Routine highway weed spraying ceased in 2013 as a budget saving
measure, not for ecological, legislative or safety reasons.

Why is chemical treatment being reintroduced now?

Cornwall Council’s modern strategy complies with the 2016 decision while
recognising operational realities:

« The proposal for targeted, minimal glyphosate use on highways is to
reduce material risk to asset integrity.
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« Benchmarking with 70 authorities shows no alternative is as cost
effective for killing roots in hard surfaces.

« Manual methods alone cannot maintain 1,700+ km of urban
highway after 13 years without treatment.

« Glyphosate approval remains in place nationally

Chemical use is intended to be tightly controlled, targeted only at visible
weeds, and limited to the three-year recovery phase.

Why can’t Cornwall Council just use non-chemical methods and
avoid glyphosate entirely?

Extensive trials by Cornwall Council and benchmarking with around 70
other local authorities showed that non-chemical methods such as hot
water, foam, acetic acid, powered brushes and electrical devices are
significantly more expensive, often less effective at root-kill, and can
cause infrastructure damage on weakened surfaces.

Non-chemical options alone cannot maintain Cornwalls 1,700+ km of
urban network to the required standard. Chemical treatment is therefore
required in a limited, targeted way alongside manual/mechanical
clearance.

Is glyphosate safe to use in public spaces?

Cornwall Council will use a highly diluted glyphosate mixture (1:40) that
is approved by the Health & Safety Executive (HSE) for use on public
highways, amenity areas, private land and gardens.

Application is carried out using Controlled Droplet Application (CDA),
which produces large droplets, minimises drift, and targets only the
weeds growing in the kerbline and channel.

National regulatory approval for glyphosate remains meaning it continues
to be assessed as safe for its permitted uses under UK law.

Cornwall Council does not and will not use neonicotinoids and does not
plan to use glyphosate in grassed verges, planted areas, or wider
greenspace except to prevent spread of invasive species such as Japanese
Knotweed under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.

Planned use will be limited, highly controlled, and restricted to
hard-surface locations where weeds pose structural and safety risks.
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Why will operators wear PPE if glyphosate is safe?

PPE is required because all herbicides—whether permitted, dituted, or
low-toxicity—must be applied in line with product labels, HSE
requirements, and best-practice safety procedures.

The PPE worn by staff protects them from:

« Accidental splashes during mixing, handling, or equipment
maintenance.

« Prolonged contact when working at close range.

+ Exposure during decanting or refilling, which carries higher
concentration risk than the applied spray.

Cornwall Council’s operators also use PPE because:

« The Council must comply with herbicide label instructions and
operator-safety rules enforced nationally.

« All treatment is delivered by trained and certified staff using
BASIS-advised methods, as required in the Council’'s own
weed-treatment policies.

PPE is therefore a standard professional safety measure, not an indication
that the public is at risk. It ensures compliance with legislation and
protects staff who handle the product directly.

What treatment will be carried out?

¢« The treatment of urban highways only, and only where weeds are
present.

+ Excludes Zone 1 streets (waste contract) and excludes
verges/landscaped areas.
Two treatment windows: May-June and Aug-Sept.
Manual/mechanical clearance on worst estates before chemical
treatment.

e Application via Controlled Droplet Application (CDA) using diluted
glyphosate.

How will chemical treatment be applied?

+ Precise CDA low-drift method.

« Applied at 1:40 dilution, meeting the legal requirement of 25 ml
active ingredient per litre of water.

« Only the kerb-to-channel hard surface is treated.

« This is not blanket spraying.
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How much will treatment cost?
Based on two annual treatments across 1,515 km:

+ Total annual estimated cost circa £520,000
+« Equivalent to £343.45 per km per year.

What trial of purely mechanical treatment has been undertaken?

A trial was recently undertaken in Treverbyn Parish, St Austell this
showed:
+ Significant waste was generated - over 14 tonnes of waste
removed.
+ Manual works alone produce quick improvements but weeds rapidly
regrow.
« Tap-root species require follow-up chemical treatment otherwise
they quickly grow back.

What options were presented to Cabinet?
Cabinet asked for “costed options with different levels of ambition”.
Options ranged from doing nothing to full recovery.

Cabinet selected the comprehensive recovery option, combining enhanced
maintenance, hotspot manual removal, and targeted chemical treatment.

How does the opt-out scheme for Town & Parish Councils work?
T&PCs are opted in by default, but may opt out if they can:

Maintain equal or better standards than the Council.
Prevent asset deterioration and keep kerb lines clear.
Handle all weed-related complaints.

Provide a full-season delivery plan and maps.

Hold appropriate public liability insurance.

» & o ¢ @

Opting out aiso means losing access to targeted estate-clearance work.
How much funding will opt-out councils receive?

Only the pro-rata chemical-treatment value (approx. £343.45/km/year) is
contributed, and only if a plan is in place to deliver equivalent standards

to the Council. No additional labour, manual-clearance or waste collection
funding is provided.
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What happens if an opted-out council cannot maintain standards?
The Council will offer support.

If standards are still not met, the opt-out is withdrawn for the next
season and the area returns to the Council programme.

How are noxious and invasive weeds treated?

« Japanese Knotweed and Schedule 9 species continue under
multi-year specialist programmes, with controlled-waste
requirements.

« BASIS-qualified adviser involved for method selection and
compliance.

How does this policy support environmental commitments?
This policy will:

+ Continue biodiversity-focused verge management and supports the
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.
« Chemical use remains minimal, targeted, and time-limited.

How will residents benefit?

Residents can expect:
« Clearer, safer footways and kerb lines.
+ Improved drainage performance.
« Better appearance and community pride.
« More consistent standards across the network.

How will you ensure chemical use is kept to a minimum?
Chemical treatment is restricted to:

urban highways only,

reduced-speed areas,

locations where weeds are actually present,

two tightly controlled windows per year,

application via low-drift Controlled Droplet Application (CDA).
There is no blanket spraying, and untreated/weed-free roads are
skipped entirely.
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Will residents see dead brown weeds left in place for long
periods?

After treatment, weeds die back over several weeks. Their removal is
coordinated with Biffa through routine street cleansing cycles to avoid
unsightly detritus. Timing is aligned so that cleansing follows treatment
runs.

Are there any risks to children, pets, or wildlife from the diluted
glyphosate solution?

When used correctly, the risk to children, pets, and wildlife is very low.

Cornwall Council will use an HSE-approved glyphosate product at a highly
diluted 1:40 ratio and apply it using Controlled Droplet Application (CDA),
which produces large droplets and minimises spray drift.

Treatment is targeted only to kerb lines and hard surfaces where weeds
are present.

Glyphosate continues to have national regulatory approval, and its use is
tightly controlled under UK {aw to ensure it is applied safely and in a way
that reduces exposure to people and animals.

Who decides which streets get treated?
Route selection is based on:
+ the 2013 network maps (for the first application),
+ updates for newly adopted roads and Waste Zone 1 boundaries (for
the second application),
« visual inspection confirming weed presence.
Weed-free roads are treated.
How long will the recovery phase last?
The recovery phase is expected to take a minimum of three years, after
which weed growth should be at a manageable baseline for ongoing non-
chemical maintenance.
What happens if weather conditions prevent scheduled treatment?
Exact dates cannot be guaranteed in advance because herbicide requires

dry, still conditions with appropriate drying time. Treatments may be
adjusted or rescheduled to ensure legal and safe application.
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Why can’t Town or Parish Councils opt out of only some streets?

Opt-outs must be for whole areas, not individual streets, to ensure
consistent asset protection, clear responsibility, and enforceable
performance monitoring. Partial or street-by-street opt-outs introduce
safety, liability, and inspection challenges.

How does this link to the Local Nature Recovery Strategy and
pollinator commitments?

Chemical use remains minimal and targeted, only on hard surfaces where
weeds pose structural or safety risks. The programme sits alongside
biocdiversity-focused verge management, “cut and collect” operations, and
the Pollinator Action Plan endorsed since 2016. No use of neonicotinoids is
planned and the impact on flowering weeds and therefore pollinators will
be minimal and should be more than offset through the improved
environmental maintenance.

How will the public be kept informed?

Public-facing communication will explain:
» treatment windows,
+ what to expect visually,
» why some roads are skipped,
+« how dead weeds will be removed,
« options for Town and Parish Councils to opt out.

This supports transparency and helps manage expectations.
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Pennon southwest

Water BRISTOL
WATER

WATE R WWW. pennon-group.co.uk

“‘ s e s Peninsula House. Rydon Lane, Exeter, EX2 7THR

Date 24 June 2026
Sent via email to all Parish and Town Councils in Cormnwall

Dear Sir/Madam

South West Water is aware of a motion that has already or may be due to be tabled at an
upcoming council meeting calling for a vote of no confidence in our organisation. We understand
this motion is being led by Dowr Glan. We have proactively engaged with them, securing a meeting
to discuss our ambitious investment plans across Devon and Cornwall over the next five years —
plans that we believe demonstrate our commitment to meaningful, lasting change.

Pennon Group, owners of South West Water, is committing approximately £3.2 billion between
2025 and 2030 to transform water and wastewater services across its companies — South West
Water, Bristol Water, Bournemouth Water and SES Water. Of this, an exceptional £2.8 billion will
be invested in the South West Water region. This represents one of the most significant
infrastructure commitments in the region’s history. At the heart of this programme is a £760 million
investment specifically targeted at reducing storm overflows and pollution, in line with the
Environment Act and the Government’s Storm Overflow Action Plan.

This is not about minor tweaks — it is about leading change we all want to see. The national target
is to reduce storm overflow spills to no more than ten per year on average by 2050. South West
Water has set its sights higher: we are determined to achieve this a full decade earlier, by 2040.

We have listened carefully to our customers, communities, and environmental stakeholders. As a
result, we have prioritised investment where it matters most — focusing on storm overflows that
impact designated bathing waters and shellfish waters across our region. The resuits speak
clearly: in Cornwall, 88 out of 89 bathing waters were classified as ‘Good’ or ‘Excelient’ in 2025,
based on rigorous Environment Agency sampling undertaken throughout the summer season.
These are among the highest standards in Europe, and they reflect both the natural beauty of our
coastline and the progress already being made.

Clean, thriving beaches are not just an environmental priority — they are the lifeblood of local
economies, supporting tourism, jobs, and community wellbeing. We are deeply committed to
protecting and enhancing these assets so that Cornwall continues to flourish for generations to
come.

We are under no illusion: meaningful environmental improvement takes time. But this is not a
promise of future action — we are already delivering results. Across Cornwall, including in areas
such as Falmouth, we have begun reducing storm overflow activity, and where investment has
been made, measurable improvements are already being seen. This is real progress, backed by
evidence.

We recognise the scale of the challenge before us — but we do not shy away from it. Our
investment is bold, our ambition is clear, and our commitment is unwavering. We are ready to be
held to account, and we are determined to deliver the cleaner, healthier waterways that our
communities rightly expect and deserve.

Pennon Group Plc: Ragistered in England Mo, 2368640,
Registered Office: Peninsula House, Rydon Lane, Exeter, EX2 7HR {+ 5



We are committed to working closely with your Community Area Parinerships to demonstrate the
scale of our investment over the next five years—and the transformational impact it will have on
the environment in their communities. The full scale of our environmental investment across
Cornwall can be explored through the Environment Agency's interactive map, bringing to life the
breadth and ambition of our programme Price Review 2024 Water Industry National Environment
Programme (WINEP) App.

Kind regards

Alan Burrows,

Head of Local Government Affairs
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MINUTES of a MEETING of ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING AND
REGENERATION COMMITTEE held on MONDAY 18 May 2026 in Chi Austel,
White River Place, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 5AZ at 6pm.

Present: Councillors: Brown, Bull, Gray, Hamilton, Lanxon, Marshall, Preece, Thompson
and Whitehouse,

In attendance: David Pooley (Town Clerk) and Sara Gwilliams (Deputy Town Clerk).
P/26/01) Election of Chair
David Pooley, Town Clerk, asked for nominations for Chair.

¢ A nomination was received for Councillor Brown

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Brown be elected Chair of the Planning and
Regeneration Committee for the 2026/27 civic year.

P/26/02) Election of Vice-Chair
Councillor Brown asked for nominations for Vice-Chair.
« A nomination was received for Councillor Bull

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Bull be elected Vice-Chair of the Planning and
Regeneration Committee for the 2026/27 civic year.

P/26/03) Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Lingham and Stephens.
P/26/04) Declarations of Interest

Councillor Brown declared an interest in Planning Application Number: PA26/02519 by
virtue of being a close neighbour.

P/26/05) Dispensations
None.
P/26/06) Minutes from the Meeting dated 7' April 2026

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 7*" April 2026 be
approved and signed as a correct record.

P/26/07) Matters to note
The Clerk advised that the Creative Kernow Local Plan consultation is scheduled to take

place in St Austell on the 1%t December 2026 as the 24" November 2026 slot has been
taken.



The Chair referred to the Pentewan Valley Parish Council extracrdinary meeting
scheduled for Thursday 21% May 2026 at 7pm where the Gewans Farm planning
application will be discussed and asked if either the appiicant or agent will be in
attendance. The Town Clerk advised that Persimmon Homes have been invited to the
meeting but, to date, they have not confirmed whether or not they will be in attendance.

The Clerk reminded Councillors that if they attend the meeting, they should be careful
not to pre-determine themselves ahead of the Town Council considering the planning
application in June.

P/26/08) Public participation

The Chair advised that in order to assist the two members of the public present, Planning
Application Number PA26/00370 would be considered next.

P/26/09) Planning Applications

The Town Council has been consulted on the planning applications listed below. The
Committee is asked to consider the applications and agree a response to the Planning
Authority (Cornwall Council).

The applications and their plans can be viewed on the Online Planning Register at

V. PA26/00370: Buena Vista Gribben Road St Austell Cornwall, PL25 4ED.
Reserved Matters application for the construction of a two-storey dwelling with
integral garage (details following outline consent PA22/10570 dated
07.03.2023).

The Clerk advised that in 2025 the Town Council raised no objection to an outline planning
application for the site, but had objected to the reserved matters application considered
in March 2026 on the grounds of:

Over ambitious for the site
Over development of the site
Overbearing for the site
Overlooking issues

Poor access off Treverbyn Road

e & & ¢ 9

The Clerk added that the agents have addressed the concerns raised by the Town Council
and the Planning Officer has advised that the new design is better and the ridge height
has been lowered. The Town Council has been re-consulted to consider the improvements
made.

The Chair invited the applicants Mr and Mrs Wegner to speak.
Mr and Mrs Wegner advised that they had listened to the Town Council’s concerns and
that the issues identified had been considered and resolved as detailed in their agent’s

report.

Members agreed that it was helpful to have the detailed response from the applicant’s
agent and that the concerns previously identified appear to have been resolved.

. 1



It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.

R PA26/01638: 125 Chapel Field St Austell Cornwall PL25 3EN. Proposed
construction of a porch and replacement of existing conservatory.

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.

ii. PA26/01924: 70 Retallick Meadows St Austell Cornwall PL25 3BY. Proposed
conservatory removal and replacement 2 storey extension.

The Clerk advised there were three neighbour objections to this application on Cornwall
Council’s planning portal raising concerns in relation to:

Loss of light

Loss of privacy

Not in keeping with the street scene
Over development

Over shadowing

During discussion, Members expressed concern with regard to the effect the proposal
would have on the neighbouring properties and agreed with the concerns raised in the
three neighbour objections.

It was RESOLVED to object to this application on the grounds of:

o The second storey is unacceptable and over imposing
e The impact on the privacy and amenity of the neighbouring properties
¢ The loss of light on the neighbouring properties

iii. PA26/02284: St Austell Bus And Railway Station High Cross Street St Austell
Cornwall PL25 4LA. Works to trees within a Conservation Area - felling of T51
(Torbay Pine), felling of T52 (Laburnum) and T53 felling of Macrocarpa.

The Clerk advised that the Tree Officer has advised that there are nc grounds for a Tree
Preservation Order.

iv. PA26/02342: 8 Horse Whim Drive St Austell Cornwall PL25 3XB. Application
for tree works within a TPO: To reduce T1 Sycamore and T2 Sycamore trees by
2-3m in width to clear paths. To remove basal epicormic growth. To remove 2-
3m basal section of ivy from both trees.

It was RESOLVED to support the Tree Officer’'s recommendation.

vi. PA26/02529: 7 Jubilee Meadow St Austell Cornwall PL25 3EX. Works to Tree
covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) - Oak - Remove to ground level.

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application subject to the Tree Officer
being satisfied with the proposal and that a replacement tree is planted.

+1



** Councillor Brown reiterated his interest in the following item and the Vice-Chair took
the Chair**

vii. PA26/02519: 14 Killyvarder Way St Austeli Cornwall PL25 3D1J.
Single storey extension to side of property and boundary wall.

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.
Councillor Brown abstained from voting on this item.
**Councillor Brown resumed the Chair**

viii. PA26/02680: 70 Slades Road St Austell Cornwall PL25 4HF. Proposed rear
extension & associated works with variation of condition 2 of decision notice
PA25/07603 dated 29/12/2025.

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.

ix. PA26/02854: 1 Church Street, St Austell Cornwall PL25 4AW.
Listed building consent for the replacement of the internal ATM.

It was RESOLVED to support this application.

X. PA26/02382: Co-Op Moorland Road West Hill St Austell, PL25 5BS. Installation
of new shopfront to facilitate subdivision of existing retail unit with alterations
to the existing landscaping comprising new hardstanding, planting and cycle
racks.

It was RESOLVED to support this application.

Councillor Lanxon advised that she is a member of the Co-op party and abstained from
voting on this item.

Xi. PA26/02979: Land And Buildings South East Of 128 Clifden Road Clifden
Road St Austell Cornwall. Change of Use of Annexe to form separate
Dwelling.

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application subject to the Planning
Officer being happy with the access and turning arrangements.

P/26/10) Premises Licence Applications

None.

P/26/11) Planning Decisions

On reviewing the Local Planning Authority Decisions report and the number of
applications where the Town Council had not been consulted, Members asked that

clarification be sought from Cornwall Council on their policy for consulting Town and
Parish Councils.



It was RESOLVED that the report and decisions be noted.

P/26/12) Cornwall Council - Urgent Delegated Planning Decisions
None.

P/26/13) St Austell Town Centre Revitalisation Partnership

The Clerk provided an update as follows:

General Wolfe/Globe Yard. The General Wolfe and Globe Yard have been sold at
auction. Mark Ellis at Cornwall Council has advised that he does not know who has
purchased the building/land but things may become clearer in 3-4 weeks when the legal
details are finalised.

TG Jones. A press release has been issued with regard to potential store closures but
at the present time it is not known if the St Austell store is under threat.

Town Team. The Clerk advised that Andrew Stickland from the Town Team has asked
to meet with him and a meeting has been set up in June.

Trinity Street. The Trinity Street partial road closure will be put in place on 22™ June
to allow the cladding works to take place on the Trinity Street flats. It is anticipated
that the project will take two years to complete and that during this time the traffic flow
in Trinity Street will be one way only, upwards from the Trinity Street roundabouts to
the junction with Truro Road. The contractor, Classic Builders is working closely with
Cornwall Council’s highways team about the diversion routes around the town, the
potential for additional parking at the top end of Trinity Street and additional CCTV. It
was further advised that Classic Builders intend coming to a Town Council meeting to
outline the project and answer any questions. They have also committed to providing
regular publicly available newsletters on progress with the project.

Mid Cornwall Metro. Phase one of the Mid Cornwall Metro project has been completed
with trains now running hourly between Newquay and Par.

Cornwall Armed Forces Day, 20* June 2026. There are currently resourcing issues
for this event which the organiser is trying to resolve. The Town Council has committed
to resourcing the road closures for the parade.

During discussion, Members raised the following:

e The need to write to TG Jones and Post Office if the closures are likely to affect
St Austell stressing how important the shop/post office is to St Austell

o Concern with regard to the proposed 2 year closure of Trinity Street to two way
traffic
The need for the new banners on Poundland to be washed off
Ciarification of the time scales for when the tarmac in Fore Street will be
replaced with granite

¢ BID's hanging baskets are scheduled to be hung at the weekend,
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It was RESOLVED that if more information becomes available which indicates that the
St Austell TG Jones shop is vulnerable and the timing is appropriate, the Town Clerk
should write to TG Jones and the Post Office stressing how important the shop/Post
Office is to St Austell.

P/26/14) Local Plan

The Clerk advised that Cornwall Council has started the Local Plan process and a
Neighbourhood Priority Statement (NPS) presentation was provided to Town and Parish
Councils on 28™ April 2026. He added that Neighbourhood Priority Statements appear
to be simpler than Neighbourhood Developments Plans, but they are still a lot of work
and require a consultation process. Unlike a Neighbourhood Development Plan,
Neighbourhood Priority Statements do not require a referendum.

It became clear during the presentation that producing a Neighbourhood Priority
Statement would probably be the main method for Town and Parish Councils to influence
the Local Plan by virtue of Cornwall Council having a legal obligation to consider all
Neighbourhood Priority Statements produced.

The Clerk advised that the Neighbourhood Priority Statement does not stop
development but it can provide a steer towards:

Infrastructure

Preserving green open spaces
The provision of hostels/HMQs
The direction of expansion

In addition, Cornwall Council has advised that a Neighbourhood Priority Statement can
be produced jointly with another Parish if that is the wish of both parties.

The Clerk expressed a view that the Town Council should try to produce a
Neighbourhood Priority Statement for St Austell as a minimum.

During discussion, Members raised the following:

» The deadline for submitting a completed NPS to Cornwall Council is October
2027;

o 2 pilot NPS studies have been published (St Day and Lanner);

= The Helston NPS is likely to be most relevant to St Austell, but it has not been
published yet;

+ A broad agreement that the surrounding Parishes are likely to want to produce
their own statements;

The need for an informal meeting to be set up to agree a way forward;

e Concern that Cornwall Council might not have the resource to assist Town and
Parish Councils, particularly if there is a large number of Parishes wishing to
produce an NPS;

e Concern that producing an NPS will be a lot of work and that it might not carry
much weight;

e The need to advise Cornwall Council that St Austell would like to be a
designated NPS area

N
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It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should make an application to designate a
Neighbourhood Area for the purposes of producing a Neighbourhood Priorities
Statement to Cornwall Council using the template letter provided.

P/26/15) Cornwall Bus Conference - 24" June 2026

The Clerk advised that Councillor Yelland had drawn the Town Council’s attention to the
Cornwall Bus Conference due to take place in Truro on 24" June. He added that it
would be helpful if attendance at the conference could be made an approved duty for
the Chair of the Planning and Regeneration Committee to attend and report back.

It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the Planning and Regeneration Committee should
attend the Cornwall Bus Conference in Truro on the 24%™ June 2026 and that it be made
an approved duty.

P/26/16) Fountain House

The Town Clerk advised that Cornwalil Council no longer has an operational need to
retain Fountain House but before going through a disposal process wanted to give the
Town Council the opportunity to consider whether or not it would like to express an
interest in the property.

Members noted that the building is in 2 very poor condition, consists of a lot of small
rooms and has no parking.

During discussion, Members expressed a view that the property should be sold, made
good and put back into use but expressed strong concern that the property could be
bought and turned into move-on accommodation or similar which would add to the
difficulties St Austell is experiencing.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should write to Cornwall Council to;
i Advise that the Town Council does not wish to submit an interest in Fountain
House;
ii. Outline the Town Council’s strong wish for the property to be sold and put
back into use but not sold on as move-on accommodation or similar;
jii. Obtain the latest temporary/emergency housing figures for St Austell.
P/26/17) Dates of Meetings

It was noted that the date of the next meeting of the Planning and Regeneration
Committee is Monday 15% June 2026 and Monday 20 July 2026.

The meeting closed at 7.56pm.
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MINUTES of a MEETING of ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING AND
REGENERATION COMMITTEE held on MONDAY 15 June 2026 in White River
Community Church, West Hill, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 5ET at 6pm.

Present: Councillors: Brown (Chair), Bull, Gray, Hamilton, Kimber, Lanxon, Marshall,
Preece, Stephens, Thompson and Whitehouse.

In attendance: David Pooley (Town Clerk) and Sara Gwilliams {Deputy Town Clerk).

Councillor Brown, Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting and asked the Planning
and Regeneration Committee members to introduce themselves.

P/26/18) Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Lingham.
P/26/19) Declarations of Interest

Councillor Marshall declared an interest in Planning Application Number: PA26/03593
by virtue of being a near neighbour.

Councillor Whitehouse declared an interest in Planning Application Number:
PA26/03257 by virtue of his son being employed by the applicant.

The Chair advised that Planning Agenda Item 3 (Dispensations), Agenda Item 4
(Minutes of the meeting dated 18" May 2026) and Agenda Item 5 (Matters to Note)
would be considered later and that Agenda Item 8 (i) Planning Application
PA26/02774 would be considered next.

P/26/20) Planning Applications

i. PA26/02774: Land South East of Gewans Farm, Tregorrick Road, Tregorrick, St
Austell. Outline Planning Permission for residential led development of up to 325
residential units (Use of Class C3) including preparatory works and demolition of
existing farmstead at Higher Tregorrick Farm, as necessary; with associated
landscaping works and public realm; other open space including parks, amenity green
space, natural and semi-natural green spaces, equipped and natural play spaces;
associated infrastructure and internal access roads with all matters reserved except for
detailed access off Tregorrick Road and other associated highway works.

The Chair advised that the application will be considered as follows:

¢ Representatives of Persimmon Homes will be asked to provide their
presentation;

* Questions to the developers from the public, Pentewan Valley Parish Council,
local Cornwall Councillors and Town Councillors;

» Comments from the public, Pentewan Valley Parish Council, local Cornwall
Councillors and Town Councillors;
The Town Clerk will comment on the planning application;
Town Councillors will debate and agree their response to the consultation.



The Chair advised that the St Austell Town Council is a planning consultee and that the
recommendation from the Town Council’s Planning and Regeneration Committee will be
sent to Cornwall Council who will determine the application. He added that the
application is in the Parish of Pentewan Valley Parish Council and that the Town Council
has received a dispensation to provide its recommendation to Cornwall Council later
than the deadline originally imposed as it had been missed off the original consultation
list.

The Chair invited Chris Thorn and Robbie Brown from Persimmon Homes to provide their
presentation. They explained that the application is an outline planning application with
all matters reserved except for highways access details. They highlighted the
consultation and pre-planning work undertaken and advised that the detailed design
would follow if the outline application is approved. They advised that Cornwall has a 3.9
year housing supply so was not currently meeting its target set by the Government. It
was anticipated that the scheme would include:

= Approximately 325 dwellings with open space and orchards on the west of the
site;

o 35% affordable dwellings, approximately 50% of which would be shared

ownership and 50% social housing for rent;

Highways improvements;

10% biodiversity net gain;

S106 contributions towards highways, education and possibly health;

Public open spaces and walking and cycling links.

The Chair invited questions from members of the public, parish council representatives,
Cornwall Councillors and Town Councillors. Topics raised included:

Land ownership - it was explained that the developer had an option on the land
Position and location of affordable housing - the developer advised that affordable
housing would be pepper potted around the site;

The need for suitable housing for local people;

Access to Gewans Farm;

Traffic survey quality and timing;

The number expected to live on the estate and the number of vehicle movements;
Proximity of dwellings to Gewans Meadows;

Connections with Gypsy Lane;

Flooding and sewerage measures;

Lighting;

Archaeological investigations;

Contaminated land remediation measures

**Councillor Kimber left the meeting during the following statements**

The Chair invited statements from the public, parish councils and Cornwall Councillors,
The points made included:

e The impact on the lanes and junctions in the area including Sawles Road,
Tregorrick Road, Duporth Road, the access to Gewans Farm and the junctions at
either end of Porthpean Road;

e The inadequacy of infrastructure including sewerage, drainage, health services,
education and highways;



* The conflict with the Site Allocation DPD and emerging Neighbourhood
Development Plan for Pentewan Valley Parish;
+« The need for the public to make representations to Cornwall Council.

The Chair of Pentewan Valley Parish Council and the Vice Chair of St Austell Bay Parish
Council outlined their Councils’ responses.

The Cornwall Councillors Ashton, Mustoe and Yelland each made statements opposing
the application.

The Town Councillors debated the planning application and the merits of a succinct
response as opposed to a detailed response. They highlighted the need for housing, the
visual impact of the proposals, the risk of reductions in affordable housing due to
viability tests, the impact on education establishments, pressures on existing
infrastructure and the inadequacy of local highways and the traffic assessments
undertaken,

It was suggested that the Cornwall Councillors should arrange a joint site visit with the
Highways Officer to view the road issues identified by residents and others in view of
the level of concern regarding the potential impact on the road network.

It was RESOLVED to strongly object to the application by 7 votes for and 2 votes
against on the grounds of:

o The proposed highways/access for both the direct routes and feeder routes
around the site being totally unsuitable as they are predominantly single width
lanes which will not be able to cope with a significant increase in traffic flows and
are unsuitable for access by emergency vehicles;

* Loss of good quality agricultural land (Grade 3a), open countryside and the green
belt between Pentewan Valley and St Austell;

» Lack of infrastructure in a town that is already overstretched;

* The site not being identified in the current Site Allocation DPD for St Austell and
being contrary to the favoured development areas in the emerging Pentewan
Valley Parish Council Neighbourhood Development Plan.

P/26/21) Recess

The Chair advised at 8.40pm there would be a short recess.

P/26/22) Planning Applications

it. PA26/03124: Tregarth House, 33 Bodmin Road, St Austell, PL25 5AE. Proposed
change of use of hotel (Use Class C1) to childcare centre {Use Class E(F), alterations to
parking area and associated works.

The applicant, Alice Lewis advised that Baby Bugs Nursery is having to leave its current
premises at Tregonissey Close due to the poor state of repair of their premises. She

outlined the history and ethos of the Nursery and the plans to relocate to Tregarth
House.
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She acknowledged the proximity of the building to the busy Bodmin Road and the need
to ensure that there are robust safety measures in place for the traffic and pedestrian
movements to and from the nursery. Ms Lewis advised that the local Cornwali
Councillor, Jack Yelland, is supportive of the application.

During discussions, Councillors referred to the busy road and suggested that suitable
signage shouid be erected to reflect the presence of children.

It was RESOLVED to support this application subject to signage being erected to reflect
the presence of children,

P/26/23) Cornwall Council - Enforcement Matters

The Chair advised of local concerns about works undertaken at the land south of Aspen
Drive which were considered contrary to conditions 7 and 8 of the planning approval for
Planning Application: PA22/09143 and that Cornwall Council’s Enforcement Team has
agreed to investigate. The Chair added that the removal of hedgerows during the
nesting season has been referred to the Police Rura! Crime Unit.

A local resident advised that the site was very overgrown with deer regularly seen.
Following the clearance of the site, there is now no wildlife and there are concerns that
the Japanese Knotweed at the top of the site will spread into neighbouring gardens.

It was RESOLVED to note the update and instruct the Clerk to make further
representations to Cornwall Council to undertake strong enforcement action and to
ensure the Japanese Knotweed is properly dealt with.

P/26/24) Minutes of the meeting dated 18" May 2026

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting dated 18" May 2026 subject
to the word “affect” on page 3 being amended to “effect”.

P/26/25) Planning Applications

iil. PA26/03192: 39 Roslyn Close, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 3UN. Change of use
of garage into entrance hall, family room, utility and wc.

1t was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.

**Councillor Whitehouse reiterated his interest and took no part in the discussion or
voting on the following item**

iv. PA26/03257: 20 Mount Charles Road, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 3LD. Siting of
two storage containers to rear of tyre service station, erection of security fence
to part rear boundary, associated access paths and new access door in rear
elevation of existing building.

It was RESOLVED to support this application.

**Councillor Marshall reiterated his interest in the following and left the meeting**
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V. PA26/03593: 26 Beech Road, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 4TS. Application for
Permission in Principle for the construction of up to 5 dwellings (minimum of 5,
maximum of 5).

It was RESOLVED to make no objection to this application.
P/26/26) Matters to note
The Clerk advised that he had no matters to add to the minutes considered earlier.

In response to a question the Clerk advised that the General Wolfe and Globe Yard had
been sold at auction, but the name of the purchaser was not yet in the public domain.

The Clerk AGREED to ask Cornwall Council when the details of the purchase will be
revealed to the Town Council.

In response to a further question, the Deputy Clerk advised that she would invite Classic
Builders to a future meeting of the Town Council to update Members on the Trinity
Street works.

P/26/27) Planning Decisions

Further to minute number: P/26/11 the Town Clerk advised that Gavin Smith,
Development Management Group Leader in the Planning Service at Cornwall Council
has advised that Town and Parish Councils are not consulted on the following:

» Applications to discharge planning conditions
e Pre-applications
» Prior Notification applications

The Chair advised that he was not happy with this response and that he would follow
this up with Mr Smith.

It was RESOLVED that the report of planning decisions be noted.
P/26/28) Cornwall Council - Urgent Delegated Planning Decisions
The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Council’s Planning Officer had issued a 5-day
protocol letter in relation to planning application PA26/01924 - 70 Retallick Meadows.
The Chair and Vice Chair opted to maintain the Town Council’s objection, but the Officer
over-ruled the Town Council and advised that the application would be approved under
delegated powers.

** Councillor Bull took the Chair for the next itemn **

P/26/29) Cornwall Planning Partnership

Councillor Bull proposed that Counciillor Brown be nominated by the Town Council to be
considered for a place on the Cornwall Planning Partnership.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council nominate Councillor Brown to be considered
for a place on the Cornwall Planning Partnership.



**Councillor Brown re-assumed the Chair**
P/26/30) Premises Licence Applications
There were no premises licence applications to consider.

P/26/31) Local Plan

The Clerk advised that there was no progress on the Local Plan to report.

P/26/32) Dispensations
This item was not discussed but there were no dispensations granted.

P/26/33) Dates of Meetings

It was noted that the date of the next meeting of the Planning and Regeneration

Committee is Monday 20%™ July 2026.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm
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MINUTES of ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE held on
MONDAY 15t June 2026 2026 at Chi Austel, White River Place, St Austell,
Cornwall, PL25 5AZ at 6pm.

Present: Councillors: Cohen, Clemo, Hawken, Kimber, Nott, Preece, Stephens, Taylor,
Thompson, Whitehouse and Young.

In attendance: David Pooley (Town Clerk) and Sara Gwilliams (Deputy Town Clerk)
and Steve Skinner (Operations Manager).

Also in attendance: A Etheridge (interpreter).

CC/26/01 Election of Chair

The Town Clerk asked for nominations for Chair.

A nomination was proposed and seconded for Councillor Preece.

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Preece be elected Chair of the Community Committee
for the 2026/27 Civic Year.

CC/26/02) Election of Vice-Chair

The Chair asked for nominations for Vice-Chair.
¢ A nomination was received for Councillor Kimber
* A nomination was received for Councillor Hawken

Members undertook a secret ballot to elect the Vice-Chair of the Community Committee
for the 2026/27 civic year. The result of the ballot was:

Councillor Kimber - 6 votes
Councillor Hawken - 5 votes

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Kimber be elected Vice-Chair of the Community
Committee for the 2026-27 civic year.

CC/26/03) Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: Lingham and Rowse.
CC/26/04) Declarations of Interest

Councillor Clemo declared a non-pecuniary interest in the grant application for Trewoon
Pantomime Group by virtue of being the treasurer of St Austell Arts Centre which is
used by the pantomime group.

CC/26/05) Dispensations

None.



CC/26/06) Minutes of the Meeting held on the 23 March 2026

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 23™ March 2026 be
approved and signed as a correct record.

CC/26/07) Matters to Note

The Clerk advised that neither Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) expression of
interest had been approved due to applications for funding being vastly over subscribed
and the wall works in Priory Car Park had commenced.

Annie Etheridge asked Councillors to be mindful when speaking to ensure that Councillor
Nott is given the best possible opportunity to be involved in discussions. She advised
that in order to achieve this, speakers should slow down their speech slightly and pause
when recommendations/resolutions are proposed and seconded.

In order to assist the guest speakers present, the Chair advised that he would bring
agenda item 10 forward to agenda item 8.

CC/26/08) Public Participation

The Chair advised the members of the public present that he would allow them to speak
under the agenda item relating to the skatepark.

CC/26/09) Carefree Cornwall

The Chair welcomed Mari Eggins of Carefree Cornwall to the meeting. She provided an
explanation of the history and role of Carefree Cornwall which exists to help and support
young people in care and as they progress to adulthood. She advised that in Cornwall
there were 650-660 young people in the 0-18 years old range in care which was an
increase of 200 over the last 5 years.

Ms Eggins advised that Carefree Cornwall provide services on behaif of Cornwall Council
to approximately 160 care leavers a year, manage 11 bed spaces in Newquay and St
Austell and provide floating support for 80 young care leavers. They provide personal
advisors for 18-21-year-olds and provide meetings at least once every 8 weeks to help
with issues such as housing, education, finance etc.

Members expressed their gratitude for the excellent work of Carefree Cornwall. The
Chair thanked Ms Eggins for attending the meeting and for the interesting presentation.

CC/26/10) Poltair Park - Skateboard Park
The Chair welcomed Mr Russ Holbert from Maverick to the meeting.

Mr Holbert advised that he is a Director of Maverick and since 2007 they have built over
200 skateparks including Newquay’s world-renowned concrete waves. He advised that
he has had a look at the existing skatepark site at Poltair Park and believes that a
modern, bespoke and inclusive spray concrete skatepark can be installed on the existing
site which would be sympathetic to the nearby housing and surrounding landscape.

Mr Holbert explained the benefits of using spray concrete in that it provides a seamless

riding surface, is low maintenance and durable, provides improved flow and ride quality
and is quieter than other modular facilities.
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Mr Holbert displayed images of different skateboard park designs and stressed the need
for community consultation during the design phase, particularly with local users.

Mr Holbert concluded that if the Town Council wished to proceed, they would need to
identify a preferred contractor, engage with the community, seek planning permission
and then identify funding streams as funders are more likely to fund something that
has community engagement and planning permission than just a concept drawing.

The Chair thanked Mr Holbert for his very interesting presentation and invited the public
present to speak.

Three members of the public spoke in support of the skateboard park and made the
following points:

Praise for the newly installed pump track at The Meadows;

A high-quality modern skateboard park would attract new people into St Austell
and due to the park’s proximity to the town could indirectly create footfall into
the town centre;

Modern sporting facilities such as a skateboard park reduce ASB;

Provides young people with something to do;

A commitment to helping work up a project.

Members thanked Mr Holbert and the public for their enthusiasm and support for the
creation of a new skatepark at Poltair Park. They felt that on the back of the success
of The Meadows Pump Track, the creation of a new skateboard park in Poitair Park
would be a very positive addition. As well as potential users, Members suggested that
the newly formed Youth Council could play an integral part in the design and
consultation process.

It was RECOMMENDED that:
1. The Town Council supports in principle the creation of a new Skatepark at Poitair
Park;

2. The Town Clerk be authorised to explore how to take the project forward and
report back to Members in due course.

**Councillor Taylor left during the next item**
CC/26/11) Community Committee - Terms of Reference
The Clerk advised that following the merger of the Climate and Environment Committee
with the Community Committee, a revised Terms of Reference for the Community
Committee has been drafted for approval. The Clerk added that if approved, the

Committee would be re-named “"Community and Environment Committee”

It was RECOMMENDED to approve the Terms of Reference for the Community and
Environment Committee.

CC/26/12) Small Grants Scheme
Friends of Doubletrees

It was RESOLVED to award a grant in the sum of £250 to the Friends of Doubletrees
towards their new playground equipment.
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Regenerative Food and Farming CIC (Gleaning Cornwall)

It was RESOLVED to award a grant in the sum of £259 to Regenerative Food and
Farming CIC (Cleaning Cornwall) to purchase a new laptop.

**Councillor Clemo reiterated his interest and abstained from voting on the next
item**

Trewoon Pantomime Group

It was RESOLVED to award a grant in the sum of £250 to Trewoon Pantomime Group
towards their 2027 Pantomime - Sleeping Beauty.

CC/26/13) Community Engagement Policy

The Town Clerk advised that a draft policy for community engagement reflecting
previous policies but in a format recommended by the National Association of Local
Councils {NALC) was recommended for adoption.

It was RESOLVED that the Community Engagement Policy be approved.
CC/26/14) CASA - People’s Emergency Briefing

The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Nott had requested that the CASA event showing
the information film People’s Emergency Briefing be an approved duty and the
employment of a sign language support worker be authorised subject to a budget ceiling
of £500.

It was RESOLVED that the CASA event on the 6 June 2026 be an approved duty for
Councillor Nott and he be permitted to empioy sign language support for the event
subject to a budget limit of £500.

CC/26/15) Events Schedule

The Deputy Town Clerk outlined events provided and planned for the 2026 calendar
year. She explained that due to limited staff resource not all events could be managed
by the Town Council. Some events were managed by other organisations and supported
either financially or in kind and it was important to ensure that the Town Council’s
involvement was manageable and sustainable.

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that Easter Fun Day and Crazy Golf events in April had
been very successful. The Mayor Making Ceremony in May was once again well received
and the Pump Track exhibition and opening ceremony had proved really successful
leading to requests to repeat the event annually. Members discussed the recent Eat
Festival and the potential learning points from the event. Members were generally very
positive and considered there was a good vibe in the town centre during the event. The
use of Biddicks Court, the walkway past Chi Austel and the need for seating were all
discussed. It was explained that it was hoped to get feedback from the organisers and
local traders in due course.

In June climate awareness and plant swap events were planned at the library and the

Cornwal! Festival of Children’s Literature would take place at various locations across
the town including the library.
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Cornwall Armed Forces Day was due to take place on the 20" June and the Town Council
staff will manage the road closure for a large parade of military personnel, veterans and
cadets. Because of limited staff availability in July and August it is hoped to engage
Young People Cornwall to undertake some games in parks sessions during the school
holidays.

Other events in the pipeline included a “Then and Now"” exhibition of historical and
present day photographs of St Austell, a children’s Halloween event, the annual
Remembrance Day Parade and Church Service, a Schools’ Christmas Concert and
various Christmas events at the Library. St Austell BID plan to run town centre
Christmas events as well as in previous years.

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that requests had been received for a volunteers day
and a proms in the park event featuring local brass bands. In order to keep these
manageable it was suggested that the volunteers event could be run by the library and
the proms event by the Council in conjunction with Councillor Kimber.

Members thanked the Deputy Town Clerk for her hard work in relation to events
throughout the year.

It was RESOLVED to approve the schedule of events as set out with the volunteers day
run by the Library and the proms in the park event managed by the Deputy Town Clerk
with support from Councillor Kimber.

CC/26/16) Projects update
The Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk provided an update as follows:

CCTV. The Town Council, in partnership with Newguay Town Council manage a CCTV
service from Newquay Police station. The Town Council owns 25 cameras across the
town centre and the monitoring is currently on summer monitoring hours which is
almost 24/7. The Town Council owns a mobile camera and this is currently at a location
to assist Ocean Housing with an ASB hotspot. Grant funding from the OPCC for
additional cameras has been successful but has not yet been progressed.

Young People Cornwall. The Young People Cornwall (YPC) meetings are held
quarterly which officers and members attend. The work of YPC remains a very
important service to the town and the wider area. YPC recently supported the Pump
Track Opening Event and facilitated the summer games in the parks last year.

Youth Council. The first Youth Council meeting has been completed successfully with
a good contribution from young pecple. Two more meetings are scheduled before the
schools break up for the summer holidays. Itis hoped that representatives of the group
will attend the July Council meeting.

ASB. There are a few new faces and a number of cld faces around the Town of which
the Police and agencies are aware. The Priory Toilets have been vandaiised on a few
occasions which has resulted in them having to be closed for a few days at a time. Shop
lifting is also still a problem across the town. The security guard OPCC hotspot funding
which allows 70 hours of patrols will be withdrawn in September. Cornwall Council has
been asked for the temporary/emergency accommodation figures but to date these
have not been received.
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Grounds Maintenance. The grass cutting rounds have started and the summer
bedding plants will be planted out shortly. The grounds team assisted with the Mayor
Making Event and Pump Track Opening Event at the end of last week and have been
reactive to some ASB incidents in the parks (broken glass) and some small library
maintenance jobs.

Armed Forces Day - Saturday 20 June 2026. The County RBL is organising and
overseeing the event with assistance from the Town Council on the parade road closure
requirements. Due to the heightened national security risk assessment, the costs to
the Town Council for the event will be higher than anticipated and will be funded from
the events budget.

Trinity Street Road Closure. The Deputy Town Clerk referred Members to the e-mail
received from the Cornwall Council Street Works Team in respect of the essential safety
works due to be carried out in Trinity Street for a period of 2 years commencing 22"
June 2026. She advised that in order to accommodate a large freestanding scaffolding
construction and maintain safety, Cornwall Council’s Highways Officers have stipulated
that Trinity Street should be converted into a one-way road running from south to the
north for the full duration of the works. The one-way system and diversion will run as
follows:

¢ Traffic south to north up Trinity Street

o Left down Truro Road (clear way) to Edgcumbe Triangle

o Left at Edgcumbe Triangle to Penwinnick Road

o Left at Mevagissey Roundabouts up South Street

The Deputy Clerk advised that St Austell BID and Mr Coles have requested that access
to the Burton House Service Yard is permitted from the Bodmin Road/Truro Road
direction as well as from the south, but this has been declined by Cornwall Council’s
Highways Team and Classic Builders on safety grounds.

The Town Councillors expressed a view that the traffic management for the project
should be managed in accordance with the advice of the highways experts due to the
potential safety issues. Concern was however expressed about the displacement of bus
routes and Members asked that clarification be sought.

Devolution - Library/The House. Discussions with Cornwall Council on the
devolution of the two buildings are progressing stowly.

Clifden Road Car Park. The Community Link Officer has confirmed that Cornwall
Council has no desire to devolve Clifden Road Car Park to the Town Council.

CC/26/17) Dates of Meetings

Due to time constraints Councillors noted the next meeting dates and the Chair deferred
consideration of the remaining agenda items and adjourned the meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.



MINUTES of a MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES
COMMITTEE held on MONDAY 22" June 2026 in Chi Austel, White River
Place, St Austell, Cornwall, PL25 5AZ at 6pm.

Present: Councillors: Brown, Clemo, Cohen, Gray, Kimber, Lanxon, Preece,
Stephens, Thompson, Whitehouse and Young.

In attendance: David Pooley (Town Clerk) and Sara Gwilliams (Deputy Town
Clerk).

F/26/01) Election of Chair

The Town Clerk invited nominations for Chair for the 2026/27 civic year.

A nomination was received for Councillor Gray.

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Gray be elected Chair for the 2026/27 civic year.
F/26/02) Election of Vice-Chair

The Chair invited nominations for Vice-Chair for the 2026/27 civic year.

A nomination was received for Councillor Clemo.

It was RESOLVED that Councillor Richard Clemo be elected Vice-Chair for the
2026/27 civic year.

F/26/03) Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Marshall and Nott.
F/26/04) Declarations of Interest
None,
F/26/05) Dispensations
None.
**Councillor Lanxon arrived during the next item**
F/26/06) Minutes of meeting held on 26" February 2026

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 26" February 2026 be
approved and signed as a correct record.

F/26/07) Matters to Note

The Clerk advised that the installation of three additional CCTV cameras at Polkyth is
proving technically difficult as there is no line of sight to an existing CCTV camera.
The Clerk further advised that he would chase the engineers to see if they are any
further forward in finding an alternative solution.



F/26/08) Public participation
There were no members of the public present.
F/26/09) Town Councillor Vacancy — Bethel & Holmbush Ward

The Clerk advised that if an election is not requested, the Town Council is free to co-
opt a Councillor for the vacancy in the Bethel & Holmbush Ward.

In response to a question, the Clerk advised that there has been one expression of
interest in the vacancy and that if the Town Council proceeds with a co-option
process, it is likely to take place at the July Council meeting.

It was RESOLVED to note the update.

F/26/10) Register of Interest

The Clerk advised that following a recent change by the Government, a Councillor’s
home address will no longer appear on the published Register of Interests unless a
Councillor requests otherwise. Instead, it will be replaced with a note stating that
there is an interest under this section, which is withheld under Section 32(2) of the
Localism Act 2011. All current Registers of Interest will be removed from Cornwall

Council’s website on the 29™ June 2026 and Councillors are requested to fill out a
new form confirming whether they want their address published or withheld.

It was RESOLVED that all Councillors would complete a new Register of Interest
Form confirming whether they want their address published or withheld.

F/26/11) Vexatious Complaints Policy

Members reviewed the draft policy and noted that the word “to” should be removed
from the first sentence in paragraph 2.3.

It was RECOMMENDED that subject to the above amendment, the Vexatious
Complaints Policy should be approved.

**Councillor Thompson voted against this recommendation™**
F/26/12) Member-Officer Relations Protocol
During discussion, Members suggested the following amendments:
2.2.3
Amend the paragraph to read:
Councillors should not involve themselves in the detailed day to day running of the
Council. This is the Town Clerk’s responsibility, and the Town Clerk will where
possible be acting on instructions from the Council or its Committees within an
agreed job description.

2.3 Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Committees

¢ Amend the heading to read Chair and Vice-Chair of Committees
2
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Amend the first sentence of paragraph 2.3 to read:

Committee Chairs and Vice-Chairs have additional responsibilities and where
possible, will be involved in significant issues relating to their committee.

3 Expectations

Last bullet point insert “roles and” before the word "needs”.

4 Political Groups

Amend the heading to read “Political parties and Political Groups”

Change paragraph 4.1 to read

“Councillors are often elected under a party-political label. Those from the same
party are free to work together as they see fit. All Councillors are allocated to

committees by the full Council.”

Arising from the role of Chair and Vice-Chairs, the Clerk agreed to ensure that the
Chairs and Vice-Chairs have an active role in the setting of the Committee agendas.

It was RECOMMENDED subject to the above amendments that the Member-Officer
Relations Protocol be approved.

F/26/13) Budget Monitoring Report

The Clerk explained the key variations in the report for the current financial year to
31 May 2026 and raised no concerns.

During discussion, the Clerk confirmed that invoices from the Cornwall Armed Forces
Day event will increase the event expenditure and that significant funds are being
spent on toilet repairs due to an increase in ASB.

It was RESOLVED to note the report.

F/26/14) Member Training —~ 1t April 2025 to 31°t March 2026

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that it is good practice to provide an annual report
on Member training and referred to the previously circulated information.

Arising from the above, the Deputy Town Clerk AGREED to circulate the next round
of Code of Conduct Training.

It was RESOLVED to note the report.
**Councillor Young left the meeting during the next item**
F/26/15) Members Allowances

The Clerk advised that the Town Council approved a Scheme of Members’ Allowances
in 2022, but it has not been reviewed since.
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The Clerk outlined the key types of allowances which may be paid, tax implications,
mileage and subsistence allowances, car parking passes for Priory Car Park and IT
equipment.

During discussion the following issues were raised:

The law prohibits co-opted Members being paid a basic allowance;
The HMRC mileage allowance has been increased from 45p to 55p per mile;
Only the Mayor or Chair can receive a Mayors’ Allowance (eg: not the Deputy
Mayor or Vice-Chair);

e A general agreement that Car Parking Passes for all Councillors should be
issued for Priory Car Park;
Mixed views as to whether or not there should be a Mayor’s allowance

* The need to increase the subsistence allowances

Mayor’'s Allowance

A proposal to provide a Mayor’s Allowance in the sum of £3,000 per annum was lost
2 votes for, 5 votes against.

It was RECOMMENDED that a Mayor’s Allowance would not be paid.
Members Allowances

It was RECOMMENDED that a Members Allowance would not be paid.
Priory Car Park Pass

It was RECOMMENDED that all Members should be issued with a Car Park Pass for
Priory Car Park for use on Town Council business only.

Travel Allowances

It was RECOMMENDED that the current allowance of 45p per mile for approved
travel outside of the parish should be increased to 55p per mile for Councillors and
Staff in line with HMRC's recommendation.

Subsistence Allowances
It was RECOMMENDED that the meal allowances should be increased as follows:

Breakfast - increase from £5 to £10
Lunch - increase from £5 to £20
Dinner - increase from £10 to £20

It was RECOMMENDED that the accommodation allowance should be increased as
follows:

Accommodation in London - increase frem £100 to £150
Accommodation outside of London - remain at £100

Arising from the above, it was suggested that a Working Group be set up to look at
postage costs and the potential for all Members to be issued with a tablet which
might negate the need for paper copies of agendas to be sent out in the post.

4
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A number of Councillors expressed a view that they would always prefer having a
paper copy of the agenda and would not use a tablet to view the agenda in a
meeting.

It was RECOMMENDED that a Working Group be set up, comprising of Councillors
Gray, Kimber, Preece and Stephens to review the postage costs and the potential to
provide each Member with a tablet for use at Council meetings.

It was RECOMMENDED that subject to the above amendments being reflected
within the document, the Members’ Scheme of Allowances be approved as drafted.

F/26/16) Library

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that the Library has a full complement of staff and is
performing well. SALSA remain very active and have put on a wide range of events
and activities over recent months. The Cornwall Reading Challenge (previously
Summer Reading Challenge) is due to commence shortly which is traditionally a very
busy time for St Austeli Library.

The Town Clerk advised that he is still negotiating the freehold transfer of the library
with Cornwall Council but it has become very protracted due to a disagreement with
regard to a “buy back” clause and a second building survey being undertaken to

clarify the maintenance costs in the sum of £12,000 due to be paid to the Town
Council before the transfer is made.

The Clerk advised that the above issues should be resolved shortly to enable the
transfer to take place.

During discussion Members expressed their gratitude to the Deputy Town Clerk,
Library Manager, Library Staff and SALSA for their continued excellent work.

It was RESOLVED to note the update.
F/26/17) Dates of next meeting

It was noted that the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
will be a full Council meeting, scheduled to take place on 28" September 2026.

The meeting closed at 7.39pm.
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AGENDA NO: 19

ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING - 13t JULY 2026
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

1st MAY 2026 to 2" JULY 2026

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT
To approve a schedule of payments made since the last meeting.
2. LEGAL AND RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES

There is a requirement for the Town Council to approve all
payments made. All payments are authorised by at least two
signatories and ail payments must be within the budgets approved
by the Council. Payment methods used are BACS, direct debit,
credit card and petty cash.

3. RESOURCE ISSUES

The payments made and proposed are all within the Council’s
approved budgets.

4. EQUALITIES ISSUES

None. Payments are usually made promptly to small contractors
and charitable groups to help avoid cashfiow difficulties.

5. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Where possible items are procured locally and from sustainable
sources or using recycled materials.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that Councillors approve the attached Schedute

of Payments totalling £307,767.44 and the transfers between bank
accounts amounting to £7,985.49.

DAVID POOLEY - TOWN CLERK
1
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ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL

x

Councillor Vacancy Application Form

AN ) |

Date Form Submitted: "-j_/ /] ”7 "/ é
splcanthame: ||ames Bullock

Applicant’s Full Address:

«steode:

Telephone Number: >
E-mail Address: ' b i
Vacancy Applied For: St Austell - Bethel & Holmbush Ward

have worked in st Austell for
wywaudyautkewkewa@VEr 18 months and enjoy
position as a member of St . .
fiTomtenbeing part of the town. It is a
yibrant city that has changed
much since lwasachild. | |
would like to get involved with
the contained growth of st

Austell.

21

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1



Page2of2

What skdlls and experiences do
you feel you could bring to this
important role?

| served on St Enoder council
and was involved in various
community groups such as
hospital radio, and on the
committee for my local

Any further comments to the
Town Council in support of your

villasaas hhall
vViHa e Natt:

| would love to be an active
member if the council and
get involved to help my
community of st Austell. |
have previous experience
and would bring that to help

By submitting this form you agree to be bound by the Town Counclii’'s Code of Conduct, Standing Orders and
Financial Regulations if you are successful.

You also confirm that you meet the qualification criteria set out in the co-option procedure guidance.

Signed Date /
_ 7(2]2 ¢
Please return your completed form to:
Town Clerk
St Austell Town Council
The Stable Block
Pondhu House
Penwinnick Road

or

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1

St Austell
PL25 5DP

Emall; david.pooley@staustell-tc.gov.uk

By 12 noon on Tuesday 7 July 2026

¥ 2
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ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL

Councillor Vacancy Application Form

Date Form Submitted: ST
Applicant Name: |Nathan Dring
Applicant’s Full Address:
Postcode:
Telephone Number: |
E-mail Address: |
Vacancy Applied For: St Austell - Bethel & Holmbush Ward

I would take great pleasure in becoming a Councillor for
my local area. I would like to be part of the change that is
needed to keep our community safe and thriving.

I would like to say I have made a difference for my family
Why would you like to [and for peopie of all ages to live, work, and enjoy.
take up a position as a
member of St Austell I enjoy riding a mountain bike in the evenings for exercise
Town Council? [around less used parts of the local area seeing lanes and
paths others may miss.

¥ 3

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1



Page 2 of 2

I'm not your typical candidate. I am a plumber and use
many of the suppliers and businesses in this large
industrial area of St Austell, I feel I could represent a
What skills and (different demographic of hard working locals.
experiences do you feel
you could bring to this |I use many businesses around the patch everyday and
important role? |[have great working knowledge of the town.
I am confident communicating with locals and local
businesses to progress forward in making the community
better for everyone.

[ have two children who will soon be in 2 of the schools
inside Bethel and Holmbush even though I am slightly in
Treverbyn parish.

Any further comments
to the Town Council in
support of your
application?

I would welcome any opportunity to discuss the role
further. This is the first time I have decided to actively
apply for a political role like this. I'm happy to remain in
contact with the council, whether I am chosen or not

By submitting this form you agree to be bound by the Town Council’s Code of Conduct,
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations if you are successful.

You also confirm that you meet the qualification criteria set out in the co-option
procedure guidance.

Signed Date 29/06/2026

N.Dring

Please return your completed form to:

Town Clerk
St Austell Town Council
The Stable Block
Pondhu House
Penwinnick Road
St Austell
PL25 5DP
or
Email: david.pooley@staustell-tc.gov.uk

By 12 noon on Tuesday 7" July 2026

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1
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ST AUSTELL TOWN COUNCIL

Councilor Vacancy Application Form

Date Form Submitted:

25/06/2026

Applicant Name:

Nathan Huddy

Applicant’s Full
Address:

Telephone
o Number:

E-mail Address:

Vacancy
Annlied Far:

St Austell - Bethel & Holmbush Ward

Why would you
like to take up a
position as a
member of St
Austell Town
Council?

[ am deeply committed to playing an active role in shaping the future of St Austell
and ensuring our town continues to be a place we are proud to call home. | want to
represent our community and be a strong, constructive voice for local residents,
working to make St Austell the best possible place for my family, my neighbours,
and everyone who lives in or visits the area. | care passionately about creating
high-quality spaces and opportunities for people of all ages. | want to help deliver
the best parks and play areas for our children, develop youth centres and safe spaces
for our teenagers. | care deeply about protecting and improving our footpaths, green
spaces, and environmental projects, ensuring St Austeli remains a beautiful and
welcoming place for everyone. | also believe residents should have a meaningful say
in planning and development, and [ want to help ensure decisions reflect the best
interests of our community. [ am committed to listening, working collaboratively,
and driving practical improvements that make a real difference 1o everyday life in
lour town.

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1
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Il bring a disciplined, community-focused approach shaped by my military
background and my work supporting vulnerable adults. The armed forces
taught me resilience, teamwork, and clear decision-making, while my
support-worker role strengthened my empathy, communication skills, and
What skills and i ity to advocate for people with complex needs. | am confident engaging
experiences do \ith residents, listening to concerns, and helping turn issues into practical
you fegl YOU Isolutions. | have experience working collaboratively, organising tasks, and
could bring to |, 6rting community initiatives, giving me a good understanding of the
this important challenges and priorities facing local families and organisations. | am reliable,
role? approachable, and committed to serving St Austell. I want to use my skills
land experience to support the council’s work and help deliver meaningful
improvements for our community.

[ am fully committed to serving the community with integrity, transparency,
and a strong sense of responsibility. | am prepared to dedicate the time and
energy required for council duties and will always remain approachable,
willing to listen, and engaged with residents, community groups, and local
organizations. | take a practical, hands-on approach to problem-solving and
believe in supporting local initiatives as well as contributing to strategic
discussions. My background in both the military and support work has
reinforced the importance of respect, fairness, and accountability, and these
values guide how [ work with others and make decisions. 1 am eager to
continue learning about local governance and the needs of different wards,
and 1 am committed to helping shape a long-term, community-focused vision
ffor St Austel!l that puts residents first.

Any further
comments to the
Town Council in
support of your
application?

By submitting this form you agree to be bound by the Town Council’s Code of Conduct,
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations if you are successful.

You also confirm that you meet the qualification criteria set out in the co-option
procedure guidance.

N Huddy Date | 25/06/2026

Signed

Please return your completed form to:

Town Clerk
St Austell Town Council
The Stable Block
Pondhu House
Penwinnick Road
St Austell
PL25 5DP

Email: david.pooley@staustell-tc.gov.uk

or

¢

By 12 noon on Tuesday 7" July 2026

Casual Vacancy Form v1.1



